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ABOUT THIS SERIES

IN SEPTEMBER 2022, MaHsa AMINI,
A 22—YEAR—OLD KURDISH IRANIAN,

DIED WHILE IN CUSTODY OF THE
GAsSHT-E—ERSHAD, IRAN'S ‘
MORALITY POLICE. |

SHE WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY ON SEPTEMBER 13
FOR “INAPPROPRIATE ATTIRE” AND DIED THREE
DAYS LATER AFTER FALLING INTO A COMA.

HER DEATH SPARKED THE GENERATIONS OF IRANIAN WOMEN ARE
LARGEST PROTESTS IRAN SPEAKING OUT ABOUT THE IMPACT REPRESSION
HAS SEEN IN DECADES, WITH HAS HAD ON THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES.
WOMEN REMOVING THEIR @

HITABS AND CUTTING THEIR

HAIR IN DEFIANCE.

This series was
originally published
on VOAnews.com



Tehrqn Provinc;l98

“L WAS LEAVING SCHOOL ... JUST
WALKING HOME, MAYBE A BLOCK
FROM MY SCHOOL TO HOME.”

“ONE OF MY MOM'S FRIEND'S
SONS HAPPENED TO BE HEADING
| TOWARDS THE SAME DIRECTION.”|

e _\
—

“HE wAS FOUR
YEARS OLDER
THAN ME, THE
SAME AGE AS MY
SISTER. L THINK
THEY WERE DATING
AT THE TIME.”
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“AND THEY CAME AT US,
ASKING QUESTIONS: ‘ARE
YOU GUYS RELATED? ”
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UPON LEARNING THAT THE BQY
WASN'T A RELATIVE; THE POLICE
ARRESTED BOTH OF THEM.

“ALL OF A SUDDEN,
ONE OF THE MORALITY
POLICE CARS STOPPED.”




“THEY PUT ME INTO CUS—
TODY AND HELD ME THERE
FOR THE NIGHT. [THEY]
TOLD MY PARENTS [30
COME BAIL US|@ -

“THIS WOMAN
WAS SITTING
BESIDE ME, AND
SHE WAS SHARING
HER STORY.”

“INSIDE, THERE WERE
CRIMINALS. THERE WERE
PEOPLE WHO COMMITTED
CRIMES, REAL CRIMES.”

“SHE WAS A MARRIED WOMAN
WHO COMMITTED ADULTERY.”

“THERE WAS A WOMAN THERE
THAT I'LL NEVER FORGET.”

a 39-year-old Iranian Canadian*




“AND THE PUNISHMENT FOR

THAT IS DEATH ROW. SO, SHE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS
CAN BE EITHER STONED TO HAVE DOCUMENTED 150
DEATH OR SHE CAN BE HUNG. PEOPLE WHO WERE STONED
TO DEATH BETWEEN 1980
AND 20009.
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HAVE OCCURRED SINCE THEN,
- BUT IRANIAN AUTHORITIES
i CONTINUE TO TREAT WOMEN
AS SECOND—CLASS CITIZENS.

Tobay, HO MILLION WOMEN FAILURE TO WEAR A HITAB OR (GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN
AND GIRLS ARE UNDER WEAR A HITAB PROPERLY CAN IRAN EXTENDS FAR BEYOND
SURVEILLANCE BY THE RESULT IN AN ARREST, A FINE, THE COMPULSORY HITAB.
COUNTRY’S MORALITY POLICE. PRISON SENTENCE OR FLOGGING.
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MARRIED WOMEN ARE W/OMEN AND MEN DO NOT GIRLS AS YOUNG AS 13 CcAN BE
FORBIDDEN TO LEAVE THE SHARE EQUAL RIGHTS UNDER MARRIED, AND ACCORDING TO
COUNTRY WITHOUT THEIR THE LAW WITH REGARDS TO THE UNITED NATIONS, THE
HUSBANDS' PERMISSION. DIVORCE AND CUSTODY OF EXISTING PROTECTIONS AGAINST
CHILDREN. VIOLENCE FAIL TO PROTECT

WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
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“S0, MAHSA AMINI'S DEATH WAS NOTHING THAT WAS
SURPRISING TO US. BUT IT JUST WAS A GREAT DISPLAY OF
WHAT THIS REGIME IS ABOUT FOR THE WORLD TO REALIZE.”
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“THIS WAS A TIPPING POINT ...
BECAUSE EVERYBODY RELATES
TO HER STORY. WE ALL HAVE
BEEN VICTIMS OF THIS REGIME.”



“MY SISTER SENDS ME VIDEOS FROM IRAN
EVERY NIGHT, EVEN IF SOMEONE IS OLD OR ...
THEY CAN'T PARTICIPATE IN THE PROTESTS... ”

“.. EVERY NIGHT AT
9 O'CLOCK, THEY
OPEN THEIR WINDOWS
AND THEY START
SHOUTING SLOGANS.”

“S0, IT HAS BECOME A
TREND. EVERY NIGHT,
PEOPLE GET OUT THERE
AND VOICE THEIR OPINIONS.”



“[THE REGIME HAS STARTED “FIRST THEY MARK IT WITH “AND THEN THEY COME
SENDING] PLAINCLOTHES A BLACK X.” BACK AND THEY SPRAY IT,
MILITIAS GOING AROUND IN LITERALLY, WITH RED ...
‘UNDER SURVEILLANCE." ”

EVERY ALLEY OR STREET.
AND WHEN THEY HEAR THE
VOICES COMING FROM THOSE

PARTICULAR HOUSES, THEY
START MARKING THEM.”

“THERE'S ALSO ANOTHER VIDEO WHERE MY BROTHER
IS STANDING RIGHT OUTSIDE OF OUR HOUSE.”




“A BLACK CAR COMES, AND
FOUR OF THESE PLAIN—
CLOTHES GET OUT OF IT, AND,,
THEY START TRYING TO

HOUSE THAT WAS MAR

“MY BROTHER IS VERY
SMALL, AND THESE PEOPLE
ARE BIG, AND THEY HAVE
GUNS IN THEIR HANDS.”

“BUT HE JUST GOT LUCKY BECAUSE THE NEIGHBORS HEARD IT AND .. CAME OUT.”




“AND AS SOON AS [THE
COPS] SAW THE NEIGHBORS
AND HOW PEOPLE ARE
COMING OUT TO SEE WHAT
IS GOING ON, THEY PRE—
PARED TO JUST GET IN
THEIR CARS AND LEAVE.”

“I was IN IRAN FOR
EIGHT MONTHS THE
LAST TIME I WENT.”

“I wAS PREGNANT AGAIN
WITH MY DAUGHTER, AND
I wAS WALKING DOWN
THE STREET.”

“HE GoT
VERY LUCKY.”




“l JUST WENT TO
GET AN ULTRASOUND
FOR THE BABY.”

“IT was HoT.” §

“T was
PREGNANT.”

“AND T HAD TO
WEAR THIS HITJAB.”




“AND FOR SOMEONE LIKE ME, WHO
HAS LIVED THAT LIFE BUT THEN HAS
BEEN OUT FOR [A FEW YEARS]."

“YOU GO BACK IN THERE, AND
YOU'RE, LIKE, IN JAIL AGAIN.”




Confronting ‘Morality’

FIVE WOMEN SHARE THEIR STORIES OF
GRIEF, SURVIVAL AND RESISTANCE UNDER
THE IsLamic REpuBLIC. EXPLORE THE FULL
SERIES ON VOANEWS.COM

NILU
g, DECADES OF HUMAN
s RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN
_—

IRAN HAVE AFFECTED
GENERATIONS OF FAMILIES.

SAHAR

A PRIVATE BIRTHDAY

CELEBRATION FILLED WITH W
SONG AND DANCING TURNS

INTO A PUBLIC NIGHTMARE.

MAHSA

M.S. wAS IN THE SEVENTH
GRADE WHEN SHE WAS
ARRESTED AND JAILED FOR
WALKING WITH A FAMILY FRIEND
WHO WASN'T A RELATIVE.

ELNAZ

GrowiNG uP, VHS VIDEOS
HELPED ELNAZ SARBAR
Boczek LEARN ENGLISH AND
OFFERED HER A WINDOW TO
A WORLD OUTSIDE OF IRAN.

ZHINA

AFTER BEING ATTACKED AND
THREATENED FOR ATTENDING
ANTI—GOVERNMENT PROTESTS
IN 2022, ZHINA FLED IRAN
TO THE IRAQI SIDE OF THE :
KURDISH REGION. (Y'Y Q 9

Explore the series * Available in English, Farsi, Dari, Kurdish, and Pashto

https://projects.voanews.com/iran/confronting-morality-women-under-the-islamic-republic/



